Dr. Paul Richardson

My name is Paul Richardson. and I am Medical Director at the Dana Farber Cancer
Institute Jerome Lipper Myeloma Center.

At the meeting this year,

we are presenting the final results of the Apex trial which was a 93 center international
study randomized comparing high dose dexamethasone to bortezomib as salvage for
patients with relapsed multiple Myeloma. This enrolled 669 patients from North
America, Europe and lIsrael and was completed in about 14 months, which | think
constitutes a remarkable achievement on part of all the study teams involved, not the

least of which is, of course, the patients and their families who participated.

The results we are showing demonstrate that the time to progression was importantly
superior for bortezomib compared to high dose dexamethasone. We've also shown that
bortezomib compared to high dose dexamethasone was superior in terms of overall
survival rate and one year survival and finally, we've shown that the response rate
between the two arms were highly statistically significantly superior for bortezomib as

compare to high dose dexamethasone.

What's also important was that we've shown that safety profiles are relatively balanced.
We've shown that there are actually lower incidences of serious infections for the
bortezomib treated patients but importantly, those side effects that we did see from
bortezomib including peripheral neuropathy and transient cytopenia was as much as

we'd expected based upon what we had learned form the summit study.

So, the conclusions of our Apex findings are that certainly for patients with relapsed
multiple Myeloma that bortezomib is a very reasonable standard of case for patients in
first relapse in most appropriate clinical settings. | think that for patients in first
relapse, the opportunity now to receive bortezomib as their first line of therapy in a
salvage setting is an important one. Clearly, the randomized trial shows the benefits

as compared to high dose dexamethasone.

| think what's important to note is that benefit was seen in patients in first relapse as
well as those patients in the trial who were in second relapse. | think we have a very
firm basis for patients to receive bortezomib relatively early in the course of their

disease.
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