Dr. Sundar Jagannath, MD

Hi!

I am Dr.Jagannath. | am at St.Vincent's Comprehensive Cancer Center New
York, New York, Professor of Medicine from Yew York Medical College.

I am attending at the ASH meeting. | have a preprogrammed job presenting
multi institutional clinical trial with bortezomib with or without
dexamethasone in newly diagnosed myeloma patients.

What was exciting about this trial was that we already know that bortezomib
has been approved for refractory relapsed myeloma in this country, and that
bortezomib is an effective anti-myeloma agent.

So we wanted to find out if we used this drug up front in newly diagnosed
myeloma patient, what would be the outcome.

And | am happy to say that the overall response rate was 88% and there were
about 25% of the patients in complete remission or near complete remission.
So, this is another novel agent combination in newly diagnosed myeloma
patient which has produced a high response rate and a high complete
remission rate So far, such a high complete remission rate or a near complete
remission rate was noted only with high dose chemotherapy and stem cell
transplantation. So we have finally moved in our region to front line therapy
area and achieved complete response in the neighborhood of what you would
traditionally see with high dose chemotherapy and stem cell transplantation.
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